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SOME RECENT CHANGES IN THE COMPOSITION 
OF THE POPULATION OF THE UNITED STATES.* 

By William B. Bailey, Assistant Professor of Economics, Yale 
University. 



This article deals with recent changes in the composition 
of the population of the United .States and is restricted to 
the three subjects of Sex, Age, and Marital Condition. For 
the permission to use the unpublished material for the 
Census of 1910 I am indebted to the Director of the Census, 
who courteously placed at my disposal all available statistics 
upon these subjects. 

Sex. 

TABLE I. 
SEX DISTRIBUTION OF THE POPULATION OF CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES, 1820-1910. 





Population. 


Census. 


Total. 


Male. 


Female. 


Excess of 
males. 


Males to 
100 females 


1910 


91,972,266 
75,994,575 
62,947,714 
62,622,250 
50,155,783 
38,558371 
31,443,321 
23,191,876 
17,069,453 
12,866,020 
9,638,453 


47332,090 

38,816,448 
(b)32,237,101 
32,067380 
25,518,820 
19,493365 
16,085,204 
11,837.660 
8,688,532 
6,532,489 
4,896,605 


44,640,176 

37,178,127 

(b)30,710,613 

30,554,370 

24,636,963 

19,064,806 

15,358,117 

11,354,216 

8,380,921 

6,333,531 

4,741,848 


2,691,914 

1,638,321 

(b) 1,526,488 

1313,510 

881,857 

428,759 

727,087 

483,444 

307,611 

198,958 

154,757 


108.0 


1900 


104.4 


1890(a) 


(b)105.0 


1890(c) 


105.0 


1880 


103.6 


1870 


102.2 


1860 


104.7 


1860 


104.3 


1840 


103.7 


1830 


103.1 


1820 


103.3 







(a) Includes population of Indian Territory and Indian reservations. 

(b) Sex estimated for white and negro in Indian Territory. 

(c) Excludes population of Indian Territory and Indian reservations. 



Table I shows the total population, number of males and 
females, excess of males, and proportion of males to females 
at each census of the United States from 1820 to 1910. Since 
no attempt was made to ascertain the sex of the negro popu- 
lation at the first three censuses, a sex table for the total 
population must begin with the Census of 1820. The excess 
of males in the population of Continental United States 

* Paper read at the annual meeting of the American Statistical Association, Boston, Mass., December 
30, 1912. 
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amounted to 2,691,914 in 1910. This excess was over a 
million greater than that shown at any previous census. 
From 1820 to 1910 the excess of males has increased with 
each succeeding census with the single exception of 1870. 
Decrease in the excess of males during the decade 1860-70 
must be attributed to the loss of life among the males occa- 
sioned by the Civil War and to the small immigration during 
that period. 

The sex composition of the population is shown more 
clearly by the proportion of males to females than by the abso- 
lute numbers. In 1910 there were 106.0 males to 100 females 
in the total population of Continental United States. This 
is the highest figure recorded at any census. From 1820 to 
1830 there was a very slight decrease in the proportion of 
males. From 1830 to 1860 there was a gradual increase. 
During the decade 1860-70 the decrease was very marked 
and at 102.2 touched the lowest point yet recorded. From 
1870 to 1910 there has been a continuous increase in the 
proportion of males, with the exception of the decade ending 
in 1900. 

The influence of the Civil War in decreasing the proportion 
of males between 1860 and 1870 has been noted, but aside 
from this the preponderating cause in the determination of 
the sex ratio seems to have been immigration. When the 
stream of arrivals to this country dwindled the proportion 
of males in the total population decreased; when the stream 
rose in volume the proportion of males increased. In 1819 
an act was passed requiring that "The captain of any ship" 
arriving in the United States from any foreign place "shall 
designate, particularly, the age, sex, ... of said pas- 
sengers." The statistics of sex were not all recorded until 
1869, but are sufficiently complete to furnish a basis for 
comparison. 
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TABLE II. 

IMMIGRATION TO THE UNITED STATES BY SEX FOE TEN YEAR PERIODS ENDING JUNE 

30, 1820-1910.* 





Immi grants. 


Immi- 
grants 
to 100 
mean 
popula- 
tion.f 


Number 


Period. 


> Total. 


Male. 


Female. 


Sex not 
reported. 


to 100 
female 
immi- 
grants. 


1820-1829 

1830-1839 

1840-1849 

1850-1859 

1860-1869 

1870-1879 


119,052 
463,213 
1,389,301 
2,816,055 
2,115,880 
2,742,137 
5,248,568 
3,694,294 
8,202,388 


74,190 
286,663 
816,631 
1,641,586 
1,093,083 
1,673,008 
3,211,646 
2,275,035 
5,710,052 


31,963 

156,858 

564,371 

1,168,461 

713,391 

1,068,990 

2,036,849 

1,419,259 

2,492,336 


12,899 
19,692 
8,299 
6,008 
309,406 


1.0 
3.1 
6.9 
8.7 
6.0 
6.2 
9.3 
5.3 
9.8 


232.1 
182.7 
144.7 
140.5 
153.2 
156.5 


1880-1889 




157.6 


1890-1899 




160.3 


1900-1909 




229.1 









During the decade 1820-29 the immigration was very 
small, amounting to but 1.0 per cent, of the mean population 
during this period. At the same time the proportion of males 
in the total population decreased slightly. From 1830 to 
1859 we find a steady increase in the comparative immigra- 
tion, accompanied by an increase in the proportion of males 
in the total population. During the decade 1860-69 both 
significant figures decrease. From 1870-89 the increase in 
immigration is reflected in an increase in the proportion of 
males in the total population. During the decade 1890-99 
both the immigration and the sex ratio decrease. From 
1900-09 we have the largest proportional immigration ever 
recorded, and at the same time the ratio of males to 100 
females among the immigrants rises to 229.1. A considerable 
increase in the proportion of males to females in the total 
population might be expected to result from this conjuncture. 
This proves to be the case and the increase in the sex ratio 
is more rapid than during any other decennial period in the 
table. The high correlation between these two sets of figures 
would seeem to imply that immigrat ion had been the prin- 
cipal determining factor in the sex ratio in this country. 

*Data compiled from official sources: 1820-1867 for "alien passengers arriving"; 1868-1903 for "im- 
imgrants arriving"; 1904-1905 for "aliens admitted"; 1906-1910 for "immigrant aliens admitted." 

t In this table the mean population at each period is assumed to be one half the sum of the figures deter- 
mined by the census at the beginning and end of the period. If another column were added to the table 
consisting of the product for each period of the two preceding columns, these arbitrary values might give 
a satisfactory measure of the influence of immigration upon the sex ratio of the total population. 
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SEX RATIO OF THE POPULATION OF CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES FOE GEOGRAPHIC 
DIVISIONS, 1890-1910. 



Division. 


Males to 100 females. 


1910. 


1900. 


1890.* 




106.0 

99.3 
103.3 
106.0 
109.9 
101.2 
101.9 
107.2 
127.9 
129.5 


104.4 

97.7 
100.9 
104.7 
109.7 
100.0 
101.9 
106.7 
128.0 
128.2 


106.0 




96.9 




100.4 




105.4 


West North Central 


111.2 




99.5 




101.7 


West South Central 


107.6 




141.7 




142.0 







In 1890 there was an excess of females in both New England 
and the South Atlantic divisions, but in 1900 and 1910 New 
England was the only division to show such an excess and in 
1910 this had all but disappeared. 

The most noticeable feature in connection with the sex 
distribution of the population of the several divisions is that 
the proportion of males increases from East to West. Thus 
no division to the east of the Mississippi River has over 
106.0 males to 100 females, while to the west of this river 
every division has a proportion of males higher than this 
figure, and in the Mountain and Pacific divisions it reaches 
127.9 and 129.5, respectively. Internal migration has been 
responsible for most of these differences since the sections 
in which the extractive industries predominate attract more 
males than females. But immigration has also had some 
influence upon the differences in sex ratio by geographic 
divisions. There are five divisions in which the proportion 
of males in 1910 was at least 1 per cent, higher than in 1900. 
In each of these divisions the per cent, of foreign born whites 
in the total white population in 1910 was larger than in 1900. 
The other four divisions, in which the proportion of males 
increased but little or showed a decrease from 1900 to 1910, 
had a smaller proportion of foreign born whites in 1910 than 
in 1900. 

* Includes population of Indian Territory and Indian reservations. 
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TABLE IV. 

SEX RATIO OF THE POPULATION OF CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES AND OF THE 
STATES AND TERRITORIES ARRANGED IN ORDER OF DECREASING PROPOR- 
TION OF FEMALES, 1890-1910. 



Males to 100 Females. 



1910. 


1900. 


1890. 


State or Territory. 


Ratio. 


State or Territory. 


Ratio. 


State or Territory. 


Ratio. 


Continental United States. 
District of Columbia 


106.0 
91.3 
96.7 
98.5 
98.9 
99.2 
99.3 
100.1 
100.9 
100.9 
101.0 
101.2 
101.6 
101.7 
102.1 
102.3 
102.9 
103.0 
103.2 
104.4 
104.6 
105.0 
105.1 
105.3 
105.9 
106.0 
106.6 
106.8 
107.3 
107.4 
107.4 
110.0 
110.0 
111.2 
111.5 
111.6 
113.7 
114.6 
115.3 
116.9 
118.9 
122.4 
125.4 
132.5 
133.2 
136.3 
138.3 
152.1 
168.8 
179.2 


Continental United States 
District of Columbia 


104.4 
90.0 
95.1 
96.5 
98.3 
98.4 
98.4 
98.9 
99.1 
99.6 
99.7 
100.0 
100.0 
100.5 
101.1 
101.5 
102.2 
102.2 
102.3 
103.1 
103.5 
103.9 
104.0 
104.4 
104.9 
105.3 
105.6 
106.1 
106.6 
106.6 
107.4 
107.6 
108.6 
108.7 
109.5 
112.5 
113.9 
114.4 
115.3 
116.6 
120.9 
123.5 
125.3 
129.0 
136.5 
140.4 
142.2 
153.0 
160.3 
169.4 


Continental United States 


105.0 
90.7 
94.5 








94.7 








97.6 








97.9 








98.1 








98.2 








98.6 








98.9 








99.1 








99.5 








100.0 








100.2 








100.3 








101.2 








101.5 






101.8 




Ohio. . ..... ..... 


Ohio 


102.2 


Ohio 






102.9 








102.9 








103.2 








103.8 








104.1 




Utah 




104.8 








106.4 








106.6 








107.1 








107.7 


Texas 






108.0 








108.4 








108.9 






Texas 


110.3 








111.4 


Utah 




Utah 


113.3 








114.5 








116.9 




Oklahoma and Indian Ter.. 




117.8 


New Mexico 


Oklahoma and Indian Ter.. 


118.2 
119.7 








123.8 








135.3 








137.1 








137.6 








146.7 








151.5 






163.3 








173.3 








180.5 








187.0 











In 1900 it appeared that the differences in the sex pro- 
portion of the divisions were growing less, that "the statis- 
tical differences between the different parts of the United 
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States have decreased in ten years."* Thus in 1890 the 
difference between the sex proportion of New England and 
the Pacific division was 45.1. In 1900 this was but 30.5. 
In 1910 it was 30.2. For the time being, at least, the ten- 
dency of the extreme divisions to approach equality has been 
greatly retarded. 

In 1910 there were, in addition to the District of Columbia, 
five states with an excess of females. All of these states are 
on the Atlantic coast line. In 1890 and 1900 there were 
ten states besides the District of Columbia in which the 
females outnumbered the males and all of these states were 
on the Atlantic seaboard. 

It is apparent that Louisiana is the only state west of the 
Mississippi with less than 105 males to 100 females. In the 
South Atlantic and East South Central States the large 
proportion of negroes has made the numbers of the sexes 
more nearly equal. The New England and North Atlantic 
States have a large proportion of foreign born. Among this 
class the males usually form a large majority, but the oppor- 
tunity for women's labor in these sections has attracted an 
unusual proportion of female immigrants. These states 
have also lost a considerable number of males born in them, 
through migration to more western communities. 

Florida and West Virginia have a sex ratio approximating 
that in the states to the west of the Mississippi. This peculiar 
condition seems to be very largely the result of the nature 
of the industries in these two states. 

In all but thirteen states the proportion of males increased 
from 1900 to 1910. Only one of the states to show a decrease 
in the sex ratio (Tennessee) was east of the Mississippi. 
The increase in the sex ratio seemed to be most rapid for 
those states with the smallest proportion of males in 1900. 

♦Twelfth Census of the United States, 1900, Supplementary Analysis, p. 90. 



57] Recent Changes in Population of United States. 385 

table v. 

CHANGES IN THE SEX RATIO, BY GROUPS OF STATES, 1900-1910. 





States having in 1900 Proportion of Males to 100 Females of 




Less than 
100. 


100.0 to 
104.9. 


105.0 to 
109.9. 


110.0 to 
119.9. 


120 and 
over. 


Males in 1900 


10,693,858 
10,875,598 
13,005,874 
13,003,340 
98.3 
100.0 

1.7 


12,313,271 
12,000,244 
14,264,200 
13,723,953 
102.6 
103.9 

1.3 


11,339,224 
10,628,979 
13,162,496 
12,273,912 

106.7 

107.2 

0.5 


2,240,785 

1,964,180 

3,110,212 

2,726,054 

114.1 

114.1 

0.0 


2,229,310 




1,709,126 


Males in 1910 


3,789,308 


Females in 1910 


2,912,917 

130.4 

130.1 

0.3a 


Males to 100 females in 1900 . . . 

Males to 100 females in 1910 . . . 

Increase of sex ratio in 1910 over 

1900 







In order to measure the changes in sex ratio for these 
groups of states during the decade 1900-1910, Table V is 
introduced. The states are divided into five groups accord- 
ing to the proportion of males to females in 1900. The num- 
ber of males to 100 females was computed for the same groups 
of states in 1910. The increase in sex ratio in 1910 over 1900 
was found for each one of the five groups. The increase was 
the largest for that group of states having, in 1900, the smallest 
proportion of males, and decreased in magnitude as the 
groups show an increasing ratio of males to females. For 
that group of states which, in 1900, had over 120 males to 
100 females there was an actual decrease in the sex ratio 
during the decade. This would seem to show that the states 
are growing somewhat more uniform when measured by the 
ratio of males to females. 

This tendency toward uniformity was noted in 1900. "The 
states in 1900 show a range of 15.5 per cent, between the 
highest and lowest, while in 1890 they had a range of 17.6 
per cent.; moreover, the mean departure of the per cents. 
from 50 was 3.3 for 1890 and only 2.7 for 1900; both of these 
facts show that the changes have been in the direction of 
establishing a closer approach to equality in the proportion 
of the sexes and reducing the differences among the states 
and territories."* 

* Twelfth Census of the United States, 1900. Supplementary Analysis, p. 91. 
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Since the differences were measured from an arbitrary 
figure, and since no weight was given in the computation to 
the population of the states, it was decided to use a different 
method of measuring the deviation from the average. Since 
the sex ratio for the total population is of the nature of a 
weighted average the "standard deviation" is probably the 
best measure of the deviation of the sex ratios of the states 
from the average. The "standard deviation" (from the 
average) of the states in 1890 was 10.7; in 1900, 8.0; and in 
1910, 8.5. The "interquartile deviation" from the mean 
was 4.3 in 1890; 3.45 in 1900; and 3.1 in 1910. It is there- 
fore evident that although the deviation from the average 
was much less in 1900 than in 1890, there had been but a 
very slight change during the decade ending in 1910. 

TABLE VI. 

SEX RATIO OF THE POPULATION OF CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES CLASSIFIED 
BY COLOR, 1850-1910. 





Males to 100 Females. 


Color. 


1910. 


1900. 


1890" 


1890.i> 


1880. 


1870. 


1860. 


1850. 


Total 


106.0 

106.6 

98.9 

101.8 

88.7 

103.5 

1,406.5 

690.8 

1,893.2 


104.4 
104.9 
98.6 


"100.0 
"105.4 
"99.5 


105.0 
105.3 
99.5 


103.6 
104.0 
97.8 


102.2 
102.8 
96.2 
97.0 
90.8 
95.0 
1,284.1 
587.5 


104.7 
105.3 

99.6 
101.0 

90.0 

119.0 

1,858.1 


104.3 


White 


105.2 




99.1 


Black 


















101.5 
1,887.2 
2,369.7 


102.6 

2,678.9 

687.3 


108.5 

2,678.6 

687.3 


104.8 

2,106.8 

957.1 




Chinese 



























a Includes population in Indian Territory and on Indian reservations. 
b Excludes population in Indian Territory and on Indian reservations. 
" Sex estimated for white and negro in Indian Territory. 

In Table VI is shown from 1850 to 1910 the sex ratio of 
the population of Continental United States, classified by 
color and race. Differing from all the other groups in this 
table the negroes have shown an excess of females at every 
census from 1859 to 1910. Since the negroes have received 
but slight additions to their numbers from immigration 
since 1850, the factors of the natural increase of population 
must be responsible for this sex ratio. It is not probable 
that males with a small admixture of negro blood are more 
likely to be reported as white than are the females under 
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similar conditions. The figures must be accepted as a true 
picture of the facts. 

A perplexing problem is presented by the sex ratios of 
the blacks and mulattoes. In 1910 the blacks showed a 
slight excess of males, while among the mulattoes the females 
considerably outnumbered the males. With 88.7 males to 
100 females the sex ratio among the mulattoes reached the 
lowest point yet recorded for any group in our census returns. 
The negroes were also distinguished as blacks and mulattoes 
in the Censuses of 1860 and 1870, and in both of these cases 
the proportion of males was much higher among the blacks. 
It may be that the proportion of male births is higher among 
the blacks than the mulattoes, but statistics are lacking to 
either prove or disprove this assumption. It may be that 
the negro women with an admixture of white blood are anxious 
to be returned as mulattoes, while the males are more indif- 
ferent upon this point. There is, however, a third reason 
which seems more likely to account for this peculiar sex ratio. 
Since most of the negroes were returned as blacks, the enum- 
erators were likely to follow this practice for the negroes 
whom they did not see in person. The negro women at the 
home were more likely to be seen by the enumerators than 
were the males who were at work in the field or elsewhere. 
If this supposition is correct the proportion of males among 
the mulattoes will be smallest in the productive ages. For- 
tunately statistics upon this point are available. 



TABLE VII. 

SEX DISTRIBUTION, BY AGE PERIODS, OF THE MULATTOES OF KNOWN AGES IN CON- 
TINENTAL UNITED STATES, 1910. 



Age periods. 


Male. 


Female. 


Males to 
100 Females. 




1,350,126 
443,748 
130,463 


1,488,282 
550,193 
133,053 


91.4 




80.7 




98.1 







Table VII shows that the number of males and females 
under 15 years and 45 years and over are more nearly equal, 
while in the active ages from 15 to 44 years the sex ratio 
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reaches the remarkably low figure of 80.7. If this is a true 
picture of actual age distribution it is very peculiar. It may 
be that some females who were over 45 years of age may have 
reported themselves as under this age, but it seems more 
likely that a number of male mulattoes in the active ages 
have been incorrectly returned as blacks. 

Age. 

On the subject of Age it is impossible in a short space to 
give any but the most striking figures. 

TABLE VIII. 

PERCENTILE DISTRIBUTION BY AGE PERIOD OF THE POPULATION OF CONTINENTAL 
UNITED STATES DISTRIBUTED BY COLOR, NATIVITY, AND PARENTAGE, 1900-1910. 



Age Period. 



Total. 



1910. 



1900. 



Native white. 



Native 
parentage. 



1910. 



1900. 



Foreign or 
mixed par- 



1910. 



1900. 



Foreign- 
born white. 



Negro. 



1910. 



1900. 



1910. 



1900. 



Under 5years 

5tol4years 

15 to 24 years. . . . 
25 to 44 years. . . . 
45 to 64 years. . . 
65 years and over 



11.6 

20.5 
19.7 
29.2 
14.6 
4.3 



12.1 
22.3 
19.6 
28.0 
13.7 
4.1 



13.2 
22.6 
19.8 
26.2 
13.6 
4.4 



13.3 
24.0 
19.6 
25.1 
13.5 
4.2 



14.2 
24.1 
21.5 
27.6 
11.2 
1.4 



15.4 
27.5 
21.5 
28.1 
6.6 
0.9 



0.8 
4.9 
15.7 
44.1 
25.4 
8.9 



0.5 

4.5 

14.5 

43.2 

27.7 

9.3 



12.9 
24.5 
21.3 
26.9 
11.2 
3.0 



13.8 
26.0 
22.1 
23.8 
10.8 
3.0 



It is apparent from Table VIII that the proportion of the 
population in the age groups below 25 years was smaller in 1910 
than in 1900 while for the age periods above 25 years the 
proportion in 1910 was higher. For the native whites of native 
parentage the proportion at all age periods above 15 years 
in 1910 was higher than in 1900. For the foreign born white 
the proportion at all age periods below 45 years was higher 
in 1910 than in 1900 and above this age the proportion was 
higher in 1900. This is in marked contrast to the other 
groups and is probably due to the very large migration of 
the past decade, the result of which has been to increase 
the proportion in 1910 in the early and active age groups. 
For the negroes the proportion at all age periods above 25 
years was higher in 1910 than in 1900. Although the figures 
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for the computation are not yet available, it is probable 
that the median and average ages of the population in 1910 
will be higher than in 1900 and will continue the tendency 
which was shown from 1880 to 1900. It is also probable 
that the average age of the foreign born whites will be lower 
in 1910 than was the case in 1900. 



Marital Condition. 

As in the table for Age so in the tables for Marital Condition 
percentages only are given since the absolute numbers would 
be too cumbersome for convenient printing. 

TABLE IX. 

PERCENTILE DISTRIBUTION BY MARITAL CONDITION OF THE POPULATION OF CON- 
TINENTAL UNITED STATES CLASSIFIED BY SEX, COLOR, NATIVITY, AND PAR- 
ENTAGE, 1890-1910. 





Per cent. 


if Persons 15 Years of Age or over Who Were 


Class of Population and Sex. 


Single. 


Married, wid- 
owed, or divorced. 


Married. 




1910. 


1900. 


1890. 


1910. 


1900. 


1890. 


1910. 


1900. 


1890. 


Total: 


38.7 
29.7 

38.1 
29.9 

50.2 
41.7 

31.8 
18.3 

35.4 
26.6 


40.2 
31.2 

39.7 
31.0 

54.5 
44.4 

29.4 
19.5 

39.2 
29.9 


41.7 
31.8 

40.1 
30.6 

61.9 
51.0 

32.1 

20.7 

38.8 
30.0 


60.8 
70.0 

61.3 
69.8 

49.5 
58.1 

67.8 
81.6 

64.0 
73.1 


59.4 
68.6 

59.8 
68.8 

45.3 
55.6 

70.3 
80.3 

60.2 
69.9 


58.1 
68.1 

56.3 
69.3 

38.0 
49.0 

67.6 
79.2 

60.0 
69.8 


55.8 
58.9 

56.3 
59 4 

46.3 
51.1 

62.1 
66.5 

67.2 
57.2 


54.5 
57.0 

55.0 
57.7 

42.7 
49.4 

63.8 
64.2 

54.0 
53.7 


53 9 




56 8 


Native white— Native parentage: 


55 4 




58 2 


Native white — Foreign or mixed par- 
entage: 


36 2 




44 3 


Foreign-born white: 


62 2 




63 9 


Negro: 


55 5 




54 6 







The proportion married of both sexes in the total popula- 
tion has shown an increase at each decade from 1890 to 1910. 
For the native whites of native parentage the proportion 
married in 1900 was lower for both sexes than in 1890, but 
in 1910 the proportion had become higher than in 1890. The 
most rapid increase in the proportion of married is shown 
for the native whites of foreign or mixed parentage. Among 
the males of this group the proportion married in 1910 exceeded 
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that in 1890 by over 10 per cent, while the increase for females 
had been considerable. For the foreign born white males 
the proportion married in 1910 is lower than in 1900 or 1890 
while for females the proportion married has increased steadily 
since 1890. The proportion married for negroes is higher 
in 1910 than in 1890 while the corresponding figures for 
1900 were lower than in 1890. 

TABLE X. 

PERCENTILE DISTRIBUTION BY MARITAL CONDITION OF THE POPULATION OF CON- 
TINENTAL UNITED STATES CLASSIFIED BY AGE PERIOD AND SEX, 1890-1910. 





Per Cent, of Persons in Specified Age Group Who Were 


Age Period and Sex. 


Single. 


Married, widowed, 
or divorced. 


Married. 




1910. 


1900. 


1890. 


1910. 


1900. 


1890. 


1910. 


1900. 


1890. 


15 years and over (a) 


38.7 
29.7 

98.3 
87.9 

74.9 
48.3 

35.0 
20.9 

16.7 
11.4 

10.1 
8.0 

6.2 
6.3 


40.2 
31.8 

89.8 
88.7 

77.6 
51.6 

37.3 
22.6 

17.0 
11.1 

9.3 

7.4 

5.7 
6.0 


41.7 
31.8 

99.5 
90.3 

80.7 
51.8 

36.8 
20.7 

15.3 
9.9 

8.2 
6.6 

5.6 
5.6 


60.8 
70.0 

1.2 
11.6 

24.6 
51.4 

64.7 
79.0 

83.1 
88.5 

89.7 
91.9 

93.5 
93.4 


59.4 
68.6 

1.0 
11.2 

22.1 
48.3 

62.5 
77.3 

82.9 
88.8 

90.6 
92.5 

94.0 
93.8 


58.1 
68.1 

0.5 
9.7 

19.2 

48.1 

63.1 
79.2 

84.5 
90.1 

91.6 
93.3 

94.2 
94.2 


55.8 
58.9 

1.1 
11.3 

24.0 
49.7 

62.8 
75.1 

79.2 

80.1 

80.6 
70.0 

65.6 
35.0 


54.5 
57.0 

1.0 
10.9 

21.6 

46.5 

60.6 
73.0 

78.8 
79.5 

81.3 
68.6 

67.1 
34.2 


53.9 




56.8 


15 to 19 years: 


0.5 




9.5 


20 to 24 years: 


18.9 




46.7 


25 to 34 years: 


61.5 




75.2 


35 to 44 years: 


80.9 




80.6 


45 to 64 years: 


83.5 




68.8 


65 years and over: 


70.5 




35.4 







(a) Includes persons of unknown age. 



The principal points brought out by Table X are the 
increasing proportion married for both sexes in the age periods 
below 45 years, and the decreasing proportion of married 
among males in the age periods above 45 years. The pro- 
portion single is lower for both sexes at all ages below 35 
years but is higher for females at all periods above 35 years 
and for males at all age periods above 45 years. This would 
seem to indicate an earlier age at marriage in this country 
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for both sexes. At the same time it is evident that the pro- 
portion single in the advanced ages is increasing. 

TABLE XI. 

PERCENTILE DISTRIBUTION BY MARITAL CONDITION OF THE MALE AND 

FEMALE POPULATION OF CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES CLASSIFIED BY 

COLOR, NATIVITY, PARENTAGE AND AGE PERIOD, 1890-1910. 



Class of Population and Age Period. 



Per Cent. Married, Widowed or Divorced. 



Male. 



1910. 1900. 1890 



Female. 



1910. 1900. 1890. 



Total: 
15 years and over (a) 

15 to 19 years 

20 to 24 years 

25 to 34 years. 

35 to 44 years 

45 to 64 years 

65 years and over 

Native white — Native parentage: 

15 years and over (a) 

15 to 19 years 

20 to 24 years 

25 to 34 years 

35 to 44 years 

45 to 64 years 

65 years and over 

Native white— Foreign or mixed parentage: 
15 years and over (a) 

15 to 19 years 

20 to 24 years 

25 to 34 yeras 

35 to 44 years 

45 to 64 years 

65 years and over 

Foreign-born white: 

15 years and over (a) 

15 to 19 years. 

20 to 24 years 

25 to 34 years 

35 to 44 years 

45 to 64 years 

65 years and over 

Negro: 

15 years and over (a) 

15 to 19 years 

20 to 24 yeras 

25 to 34 years 

35 to 44 years 

45 to 64 years 

65 years and over 



1.2 
24.6 
64.7 
83.1 
89.7 
93.5 

61.3 
1.4 

27.0 
68.5 
85.3 
90.9 
94.0 

49.5 
0.3 
15.4 
55.9 
77.2 
85.7 
90.9 

67.8 
0.8 
19.2 
60.3 
82.5 
89.1 
92.6 

64.0 
2.3 
39.6 
74.5 
87.5 
93.7 
95.5 



59.4 
1.0 
22.1 
62.5 
82.9 
90.6 
94.0 

59.8 
1.2 
23.8 
65.7 
85.1 
91.7 
94.6 

45.3 

0.3 
13.1 
52.5 
78.1 
86.9 
92.2 

70.3 
0.7 
17.3 
60.9 
82.0 
89.5 
93.0 

60.2 
1.8 
35.1 
71.6 
86.5 
93.3 
95.0 



58.1 
0.5 
19.2 
63.1 
84.5 
91.6 
94.2 

59.6 

0.6 

20.5 



92.6 
94.8 

38.0 
0.1 
11.0 
55.3 
80.6 
88.9 
93.6 

67.6 
0.3 
15.1 
58.1 
82.2 
90.3 
93.2 

60.0 
0.9 
34.2 
74.7 
88.5 
93.9 
94.3 



70.0 
11.6 
51.4 
79.0 
88.5 
91.9 
93.4 



12.8 
53.2 
80.4 
89.2 
91.7 
92.4 

58.1 
5.1 

36.9 
69.2 
82.1 
87.6 
91.3 

81.6 
13.2 

54.9 
81.9 
91.4 
94.2 
95.3 

73.1 
18.1 
64.8 
85.3 
92.8 
95.4 
95.9 



11.2 
48.3 
77.3 
88.8 
92.5 
93.8 



12.5 
51.2 
79.0 
89.0 
91.7 
92.8 

55.6 
5.0 
35.0 
68.5 



91.9 

80.3 
11.0 
46.5 
80.7 
91.6 
94.4 
95.6 



16.6 

60.0' 

82.4 

91.9 

95.1 

95.2 



68.1 
9.7 
48.1 
79.2 
90.1 
93.3 
94.2 



11.0 
51.5 
80.8 
89.5 
92.3 
93.3 

49.0 
4.2 
34.6 
71.4 
87.1 
91.5 
92.3 

79.2 
8.4 
45.2 
80.1 
91.7 
95.1 
96.0 

69.8 
15.0 

61.7 
94.8 
92.4 
95.2 
95.3 



(a) Includes persons of unknown age. 



For the native whites of native parentage of both sexes 
the proportion married, widowed and divorced is higher in 
1910 than in 1900 at all age periods below 44 years, and lower 
than in 1890 or 1900 at all age periods above 45 years. For 
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the native whites of foreign or mixed parentage the proportion 
who are or have been married is higher in 1910 than in 1900 
at all age periods below 34 years and lower than in 1890 or 
1900 at all age periods above 34 years. For the foreign 
born white the most striking change has been in the rapid 
increase in the proportion married, widowed, and divorced 
under 25 years. The negroes show an increase in the pro- 
portion married, widowed, and divorced for both sexes at all 
ages. 

Summary. 

The Census of 1910 shows a greater proportion of males 
in Continental United States than any previous census since 
we became a nation. The number of states to show an excess 
of females is diminishing. This seems to be due to the unprece- 
dented immigration of the past decade together with the 
extremely large proportion of males in this immigration. 
The states with the smallest proportion of males show an 
increase in this proportion since 1900, while the states with 
the largest proportion of males have, in many cases, shown 
a decrease in this proportion. 

There has been a decrease since 1900 in the proportion of 
the population in the early age groups and an increase in 
the proportion in the upper age groups. The foreign born 
whites furnish the only exception to this rule. This will 
probably be reflected in a higher average and median age of 
the population in 1910 than at any previous census. The 
proportion of married is higher in the age periods of early 
middle life and lower in the advanced ages. This would 
indicate a tendency in this country to earlier marriages 
although the proportion single in advanced ages is greater 
than in 1890 or 1900. 



